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What started out as a small furniture-making business
in a Blenheim bedr

m 14 years ago, has grown into
an international success story. Ashton Grove, 8 name
familiar to those who appreciate superior quality and
craftsmanship, has taken the furniture marke

SO

While their furniture doesn't come cheap (dining room
tables start at 56004 and matching chairs $1000 each),
there is definitely no shortage of demand

Made from French Oak and modelled on 17th

cantury

French provincial furniture, the pieces have proved a

hit with a number of notable Ne

and television personalities, Howe

laarge follow ) d

inwest in guality furniture tha
From humble beginnings, Ashio

y Tealand sports stars
they also have a
few 2ealanders’ wanting to

will stand the test of time

1 Growve has
drupled in size with retall stores in Auckland,
wellington, Christchurch and |

boume

Mot bad for a small-scale operation which Robert
Hood started in his Marlborough home in 1993, Robert,
a builder and joiner by trade, saw a niche in the market
and started making and selling handcrafted coffee
tables, blanket boxes and dining tables, constructed with

the few hand tools he owned
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t didn’t take long for word to spread through
marlborough and before he knew It, his business had
outgrown his spare bedroom

n 1994, Robert made the sion o move the

niture to Christchurch.

He opened the company’s first retail store in 1997

production of Ashton Growve

on Papanui Road, where it remains today, Since then

the business has gone from strength 1o strength, witl
ten cabinetrnakers and three French polishers in the
company's Opawa-based »

‘We have made ac

SH0N 1o mamntain a
b

you cannol mass-produce this product, which is why

auligue operallon he says. " We discoverad ear Iy O

Wi ow there is

only supply our four retail stores. We k

a huge demand for our furniture worldwide and we are
often approached by large overseas furniture retailers

wanting us to supply t 1, but realise wea could not

maintain the level of guality if we manufactured In bulk
It Is the fact the furniture is handmade and hand-tinished

which miakes it so dilte

2nt from whal everyone elsa
is doing,

We send a lot of furniture overseas to people who
have fallen in love with Ashton Grove pieces while




traveliing through Mew Zealand and want us to ship furniture to them
It was a huge campliment to sell a house load of furniture to a family

n France, because Ashton Grove pieces are bass sincial

i French pre

fumiture, and the buyers felt the pieces they purchased from us weare

nwcer than the French provincial antigues they could purchase in their
owin country.”
“We've also been thrilled with the response i

our. They embrace our product as being as good as Australian
made,” says Robert

Thanks to the continued growth of the business, Robert's partner
Emma Da
with the running of the business. "I used to waok in the Christchurch

stare while | was studying law at university, but what | didn't realise at
the time was that | would end up back in the furniture industry. While
of
between the two - the art of negatiation is definitely one
of them,” says Emma

it's very different to being a lawyer, there is definitely a numbe

similarities

50 why are people préepared (o pay the price to have Ashton Grove
furniture In thelr homes?

"You simply can’t put a price on sormething which is individually hand
crafted in New fealand,” says Emma. "Especially in this day and age

where the majority of furniture mamufacturing takes place off-shore.”

Aot of our customers see it as an investment, sormething that will
last and can be passed from generation to generation,” she says, “It's
the smiall details and finishing touches that really set an Ashton Grove
piece apart from other furniture, Each piede is actually a work of art
:n you look at the aging, shading of the high points and the aging of

W

3000 years old In a matter of weeks
The uncanny resemblance to antique furmiture has fooled a number
of antique dealers, who have unwittingly gone into Ashton Grove
adamant th ere looking at antigue furniture. It just goes to show
and beautifully crafted each piece of fumiture really is.
Although the classic lines of Ashton Grove’s furniture work well in
any home, Robert and Emma have broadened their business further,

o weall mad

ccommodating for customers 1ooking for something a little more
madern. They have just opened their first Zanette store in Auckland,
selling rmodern furniture frem Maly. In March, the second store will open
beside their wWellington Ashton Grove

“This is an extremely exciting move for us,” says Emima. "We were

!'ii'|.|I'I-5| more and maore reg 5ts from our i::-','.'-| customers, who were

maving into modern homes and looking for items (o complement their
mare traditional Ashion Grove pieces.”

robert, twa of the showroom managers and | went to the milan
furniture show earlier in the year and bought as much as we could
exciting styles in-store, which | know our customers

Thera are so many
will just love,

What next for this dynamic duo? They are planning Lo Gpen two new
Ashton Grove stores in Australia within the next two years and after
that who knows ... so watch this space. One thing is for sure, whatever
they try their hand at next is sure to have classy homes and stylish
interiors in rmdnd
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There are a number of reasons why you should choose David Reid Homes
as your Custom Builder, if not just for our...

* Professional work ethic and commitment to go the extra mile
= Pward-winning team of builders, designers and interior consultants
= Ability to build unique homes, off client plans,
on flat land or steep slopes
* Superior quality and finishing
* Mward-winning Standard Plans that can be attered to suit
the needs of our clients

Go to www.davidreidhomes.co.nz /canterbury today and explore

your options with us - you won't be disappointed!

Sales Inquiries:
Richard Hopkins Ph 021 767 639 ?ll-*ﬂke*
Level 1/ 116 Wnghts Road, Christchurch N LT

Email: richardhopkins@davidreidhomes.co.nz avirsbie horass e

Christchurch Office 03 338 3155
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